WE CLAIM: 




1 . A method of paying bills using a computer, comprising the steps of: 



receiving requests to pay a plurality of bills of a p^icular merchant on behalf 
of a plurality of particular consumers; 

searching a database of deposit account/numbers, each representing a 
respective deposit account maintained at one of a pluralit/ of associated financial institutions 
by a plurality of consumers including each of the plurality of particular consumers, to 
identify the deposit account numbers of the depoysit accounts of each of the plurality of 
particular consumers; 

paying the plurality of bills of /ach of the plurality of particular consumers 
by a single financial instrument. 



2. The method of claim 1 v^herein the step of paying the plurality of bills 
by a single financial instrument inclucLes the step of directing payment of the plurality of bills 
from funds in a deposit account of a service provider. 



3. The method of claim 2 further comprising the step of: 
transferring mnds to the deposit account of the service provider from the 
deposit accounts represeg/ed by each of the identified deposit account numbers. 
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4. The method of claim 2 wherein the step of paying th6 plurality of bills 
includes the step of preparing a check written on funds in the deposit ^count of the service 
provider. 

5 . The method of claim 2 wherein the sta^ of paying the plurality of bills 
includes the step of initiating an electronic funds transfejmom funds in the deposit account 
of the service provider. 

6. The method of claim S/^herein the step of transferring funds to the 
deposit account of the service provider includes the step of preparing a draft written on funds 
in the deposit account represented by particular consumer's identified deposit account 
number. 



7. The meti^/od of claim 3, wherein the step of transferring funds to the 
deposit account of the service provider includes the step of initiating an electronic funds 
transfer from funds in the jaeposit account represented by a particular consumer's identified 
deposit account numbe/ 



8 . A method of paying bills 



^mprising the steps of: 
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receiving a request to pay a bill of a particul^ merchant on behalf of a 
particular consumer; 

searching a database of deposit account lumbers, each representing a 
respective deposit account maintained at one of a plurality oi associated financial institutions 
by one of a plurality of consumers including the particular consumer, to identify a deposit 
account number of the deposit account of the particular/consumer; and, 

directing payment of the bill jfrom fun^s in the deposit account represented 
by the identified deposit account number. 




9. The method of claim 8 wherein ^p of d^ctjjig payment of the 
bill from funds in the deposit account further comprises the step of: 

preparing a draft drawn on funds in the deposit account. 



10. The method of claim 9 further comprising the step of: 
including posting information on the draft. 



1 1 . The method of chim 8 wherein the step of directing payment of the 
bill fi"om funds in the deposit accounyfurther comprises the step of: 

initiating an electronk funds transfer firom the deposit account. 
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12. A method of paying bills using a computer, comprising the steps of: 

/ 

receiving an instruction to pay a bill of a particular merchant on behalf of a 
particular consumer; 

searching a database having deposit aofcount numbers, each representing a 
respective deposit account maintained at one of a plurality of associated financial institutions 
by a plurality of consumers including the particular cpnsumer, to identify the deposit account 
number of the deposit account of the particular cqpsumer; 

selecting a payment type; and, 

directing payment of the bill by^e type of payment selected from funds in 
the identified deposit account. 




1 3 . The method of claim 1 2 v^herein the step of selecting a payment type 
includes the step of comparing the amount of the bill to be paid to a predetermined amount. 

14. The method of claim 12 wherein the step of selecting a payment type 
includes the step of identifying a paypient type indicator associated with the particular 
merchant. 



15. The method ibf claim 14 wherein the step of identifying a payment 
type indicator associated with tl^ particular merchant includes the step of searching a 
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merchant database having a payment type indicator associated with each of a plurality of 
merchants including the particular merchant. 

16. The method of claim 12 furmer comprising the steps of: 
receiving a deposit account number representing a deposit account maintained 

at one of a plurality of associated financial institutions by a particular consumer; 

storing the deposit account numbar in a database of deposit account numbers; 

comparing a particular consumfefs deposit account number in the deposit 
account number database vAth the particulai c^^^^^^^^^^^cpo number in a 

financial institutions database to determine if tne consumer's deposit account number in the 
deposit account number database is correct; and, 

correcting the deposit accouiyt number if the deposit account number in the 
deposit account number database is not correct. 

1 7. The method of claiip 1 2 wherein said step of selecting a payment type 
further comprises the step of: 

selecting a payment typ^ fi*om a check written on funds in a deposit account 
other than the deposit account represented by the identified deposit account number, a draft 
written on funds in the deposit account represented by the identified deposit account number. 
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6 and an electronic funds transfer of funds in the deposit accouj'it represented by the identified 

7 deposit account number; 
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and, 



18. The method of claim 12 further comprising the steps of: 
determining if the request to pay the bill as a duplicate of a previous request; 

terminating the request if the requestns a duplicate request. 
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19. A method of paying bills using a computer, comprising the steps of: 
receiving a request to pay a biljf of a particular merchant on behalf of a 
particular consumer; 

searching a database of deposit a6comrf numbers, each representing a 
respective deposit account maintained at one of a plurality of associated financial institutions 
by one of a plurality of consumers including the particular consumer, to identify a deposit 

account number of the deposit account of^the particular consumer; 

/ 

paying the bill firom funds in a deposit account of the service provider; and, 
transferring funds to the deposit account of the service provider from the 



deposit account represented by the identified deposit account number. 



20. The method of claim 19 further comprising the steps of: 
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determining if the request to pay the bill/s a dijmlicate of a previous request; 




terminating the request if the reque^ is a duplicate request. 



21. An article of manufacture, cj^mprising: 
a computer readable medium; and 
computer software stored on tho^ computer readable medium, the computer 
software comprising a set of instructions directing a computer to perform the steps of: 

receiving requests toypay a plurality of bills of a particular merchant 
on behalf of a plurality of particular consjlmers; 

searching a database of deposit account numbers, each representing 
a respective deposit account maintained at one of a plurality of associated financial 
institutions by a plurality of consumers including each of the plurality of particular 
consumers, to identify the deposit^ccount numbers of the deposit accounts of each of the 
plurality of particular consumers^ and, 

paying ftie plurality of bills of each of the plurality of particular 
consumers by a single finanoial instrument. 



22. An article of manufach^'^^^o^ 
a computer readable medium; and 
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computer software stored on the computer readable medium, the computer 
software comprising a set of instructions directing a computer to perform the steps of: 

receiving a request to pay a bill of a particular merchant on behalf of 

a particular consumer; 

searching a database of deposit ajtcount numbers, each representing 
a respective deposit account maintained at one of /a pl\irality of associated financial 
institutions by one of a plurality of consumers includimg the particular consumer, to identify 
a deposit accoimt number of the deposit account of Ahe particular ci^nsumer; 

paying the bill from firnds iiya deposit ^Qomitof th^ervic^provider; 

and, 

transferring firnds to the deposit account of the service provider from 
the deposit account represented by the identified deposit accoimt number. 



23 . An article of manufacture, comprising: 
a computer readable mecUum; and 

computer software stoned on the computer readable medium, the computer 
software comprising a set of instrucuons directing a computer to perform the steps of: 

receiving a r/quest to pay a bill of a particular merchant on behalf of 

a particular consumer; 
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searching a database of deposit account numbers, each representing 
a respective deposit account maintained at one of a pLurality of associated financial 
institutions by one of a plurality of consumers including th4 particular consumer, to identify 
a deposit account number of the deposit account of the particular consumer; and, 

directing payment of the bill ^om funds in the deposit account 
represented by the identified deposit account number. 



24. An article of manufacture, co/nprising: 
a computer readable medixmi; and 
computer software stored on the computer variable medium, the computer 
software comprising a set of instructions directing a con4>uter tefpa^^ the steps of: 

receiving an instruction /o pay a l^illj>fa particular merchant on behalf 
of a particular consumer; 

searching a database having deposit account numbers, each 
representing a respective deposit account maintained at one of a plurality of associated 
financial institutions by a plurality oi consumers including the particular consumer, to 
identify the deposit account number M the deposit account of the particular consumer; 
selecting a^ayment type; and, 

directing payment of the bill by the type of payment selected from 
funds in the identified deposit account. 
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25. A system for paying bills using a compfuter, comprising: 
/ means for receiving requests to pay a plural^ of bills of a particular merchant 
on behalf of a plurality of particular consumers; 

a database of deposit account numifers, each representing a respective deposit 
account maintained at one of a plurality of as^ciated financial institutions by a plurality of 
consumers including each of the plumity of particular consumers, searchable by the 
computer to identify the deposit acg^ount numbers of the deposit accounts of each of the 
plurality of particular consumers4t one of the plurality of associated financial institutions; 

means for paying the plurality of bills of each of the plurality of particular 
consumers by a single finamcial instrument. 




26. A system for paying bills using arcomputer, comprising: 
means for receiving a request to pay ajoill of a particular merchant on behalf 
of a particular consumer; 

a database of deposit account nuqfbers, each representing a respective deposit 
account maintained at one of a plurality ofi^associated financial institutions by one of a 
plurality of consumers including the parucular consumer, searchable by the computer to 
identify a deposit account number of the deposit account of the particular consumer; and, 
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means for directing payment of the bijl from funds in the deposit account 
represented by the identified deposit account number/ 

27. The system of claim 26 furthffl" comprising: 
means for selecting a payment type. 




28. A system for paying bills dsing a computer, comprising: 

means for receiving a request to p^ a bill of ^particular merchant on behalf 
of a particular consumer; 

a database of deposit account nuifibers,S^ach representing a respective deposit 
account maintained at one of a plurality of associated financial institutions by one of a 
plurality of consumers including the particular consumer, searchable by the computer to 
identify a deposit accoimt number of the deposit account of the particular consumer; 

means for paying the bill fr/>m funds in a deposit account of the service 

provider; and, 

means for transferring funds to the deposit accoimt of the service provider 
from the deposit account represented bWthe identified deposit account number. 



29. A system for paying bills using a computer, comprising: 
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a communications switch connected to a network for receiving requests to 
pay a plurality of bills of a particular merchant on behalf of a pj^:ality of particular 
consumers; 

a database of deposit account numbers, each repres/nting a respective deposit 
account maintained at one of a plurality of associated fmanciamnstitutions by a plurality of 
consumers including each of the plurality of particular yconsumers, searchable by the 
computer to identify the deposit account numbers of ihp deposit accounts of each of the 
plurality of particular consumers; and, 

a computer processor in conimunicatfon v^h tKe n^twdfk and the database 
for paying the plurality of bills of each of the plur^ity of particular consumers by a single 
financial instrument. 



30. A system for paying bills using a computer, comprising: 
a communications switch connected to a network for receiving a request to 
pay a bill of a particular merchant on b^alf of a particular consumer; 

a database of deposit aolcount numbers, each representing a respective deposit 
account maintained at one of a pmrality of associated financial institutions by one of a 
plurality of consumers including the particular consumer, searchable by the computer to 
identify a deposit account number of the deposit account of the particular consumer; and, 
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8 a computer processor in communication with tha network and the database 

9 for directing payment of the bill from funds in the deposiy account represented by the 
1 0 identified deposit account number. 

1 31. The system of claim 30 wherein the computer processor selects a 

2 payment type. 

3 32. A system for paying bills uSing a computer, comprising: 

/ 

4 a commxmications switch connected to^^ for receiving a request to 

5 pay a bill of a particular merchant on behalf of a panicular :5onst 



6 a database of deposit account numb^5<€ach representing a respective deposit 

/ 

7 account maintained at one of a plurality of associated financial institutions by one of a 



8 plurality of consumers including the particular consumer, searchable by the computer to 

/ 

9 identify a deposit account number of'^the deposit account of the particular consumer at one 

10 of the plurality of associated financial institutions; and, 

/ 

1 1 a computer processor in communication with the network and the database 

/ 
/ 

12 for paying the bill from funds^in a deposit account of the service provider and transferring 

/ 

1 3 funds to the deposit account pf the service provider from the deposit account represented by 

14 the identified deposit account number. 
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33. A database for use with a system for pa^ng bills using a computer, 

comprising: 

deposit account numbers, eaclTrepresenting a respective deposit account 
maintained at one of a plurality offissociated fin^^^i^^^^st^^ by one of a plurality of 
consumers including the par;Udular consumer, the database being searchable by the computer 
to identify a deposk.a6count number of the deposit account of the particular consumer at one 
of the plurality of associated financial institutions. 
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